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It's Time To Plan For a "Great" Downtown 

 

Great cities have great downtowns!  We have all been there; a downtown that just wows 

you with its vibrancy, culture, energy and green space; a place that reflects the soul of the 

community and the people that live there.  While great cities have great downtowns, great 

downtowns normally have great parks as well.  New York and Paris already have these 

urban parks, while Chicago and San Antonio are aggressively working to create more of 

this space.  It is exciting to hear that both the City of Reno and the University are 

working on strategic plans that will shape the future of our downtown.  They are working 

together and looking at where we can go in the next 5 to 10 years, but is that far enough 

and are we thinking big enough?   

 

The economic future of Reno, and in fact our entire region, is linked to the growth of our 

University and the revitalization of our downtown.  While Reno is growing up as a 

community and getting more national recognition as a great place to visit and to do 

business, we must also be attractive to the creative class and the talent that will drive our 

economy to the next level, in order to be even more successful in the future 

 

No one would accuse Reno of having a "great" downtown.  Yet we have come a long 

way in the past few years and we have all the ingredients and potential to become a great 

city, the next Fort Collins or Boulder.  We have a growing entrepreneurial presence in 

our downtown, especially along the river and in Mid-town.  We have a beautiful baseball 

stadium and small parks, walkways and restaurants along the river.  We have exciting and 

unique art and culture in our downtown and a growing presence of Burning Man art.  

What we don't have is an answer to the question, what do we want our downtown to look 

like in 20 to 30 years, when our University, now growing at more than 300 students a 

year hits 25,000 or even 30,000 students? 

 

We don't have that long term vision, a plan or a commitment to a community agreed upon 

goal.  In 1840 the leaders in New York laid out Central Park. In 2013 the leaders of San 

Antonio laid out plans for their new Hemisfair Park in the core of their downtown.  We 

need that long range vision and commitment from our city leaders, a master plan, a 

schedule and funding.  It is not too late; we are in a real window of opportunity, a period 

of transition. 

 

The potential is there- the opportunity is now.  Whether we think big and develop a 

concept for a large urban park that connects the University to the river, or we just look at 

options to embrace our University as it grows and incorporate that growth and our 

entrepreneurial energy into the vibrancy of our core, we need a vision and a plan.  A 

community vision that looks forward to where we are going and to what we want to 

become; a plan that embraces the "live, work and play" environment and is safe and 

welcoming to students, entrepreneurs and families; a legacy for our kids and our 



grandkids to enjoy.  Let's be those leaders and think big, let's all have a hand in making 

our city “great”.  


