
 

  
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Washoe County School District Students Showcase New Taxi Art 

EDAWN Foundation Awards $4,500 To The Contest Winners 

 
 

Reno, Nev. (JUNE 1, 2022) - Today the EDAWN Foundation and the Washoe County School 

District (WCSD) announced the nine winners of the 7th Annual Taxi-Art Design Contest. This year, 
a record 124 students submitted entries from 18 schools. The first-place winners include Academy 
of Arts, Careers & Technology High School, Dominique Miller; Mount Rose K-8 School, Cooper 
Sandoval; and Anderson Elementary School, Zariah Frantz. 

 
Students were asked to create a taxi art design representing "Greater Reno-Sparks region and 
Northern Nevada as a great place to live, work and play." The first-place winning designs from 
elementary, middle school, and high school categories were revealed on Reno-Sparks Cab 
Company taxis at the event and will be displayed for a year.  
 
The nine classrooms with first, second, and third place designs were submitted by students 
from Anderson Elementary, High Dessert Montessori School, Rollan Melton Elementary, Mount 
Rose K-8 School, Sparks Middle School, Swope Middle School, Academy Arts, Careers and 
Technology, Hug High School, North Valleys High School, and each received $500 checks for art 
supplies. 

 
Winners were selected by members of the local arts community and the EDAWN Foundation. 
Students, teachers, family members and community guests attended the press conference award 
ceremony, held at the Washoe County School District Administration building in Reno. 
 

"I couldn’t be prouder of our students who submitted their artwork for the Taxi-Art competition this 
year," said WCSD Superintendent Dr. Kristen McNeill. "They are so artistic and created some 
beautiful designs. We appreciate our partnership with EDAWN that makes this opportunity 
possible for our students." 
 
"Now going on seven years, taxis throughout our region have displayed art created by Washoe 
County School District students and our residents' response has been overwhelmingly positive," 
said Beth Macmillan, executive director, Artown. "EDAWN created the Taxi Art campaign to 
showcase our young people's creativity and their artistic interpretations of our region. Students 
are encouraged to explore and celebrate their creativity, which they may then see displayed 
throughout the community. The wide variety and outstanding quality of the submissions made the 
selection process this year especially challenging.” 
 

Congratulations to all the students who participated in this year’s competition and a special 
recognition to the following first place winning schools and student artists. (Click here to see the six 
runners-up winners.) 
 
 
 
 



Academy of Arts, Careers & Technology High School – Dominique Miller 

• As Nevada grows brighter with its people, so does its talent along with the beautiful art pieces 

painted around the state. Whilst staying true to the native region of Northern Nevada, I wanted 

to emphasize the way every person would see our region with the inspiration from local art 

around Reno!  

 
 

 
Mount Rose K-8 School (kindergarten through 8th grade) – Cooper Sandoval  

• This is a picture I re-created of a Nevada Native in front of Pyramid Lake, which is one of our 

famous lakes in Nevada and is located on an Indian Reservation. Sometimes I go fishing at 

Pyramid Lake with my uncle. It’s a beautiful lake and only 30 minutes from Reno. 
 

 
 
 
Anderson Elementary School – Zariah Frantz 

• Northern Nevada is a great place to live because it is home to many amazing animals, like the 

Desert Bighorn Sheep. I used colored pencils and sharpie to create this work of art.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
“The enthusiasm and effort by all 124 students that participated in this year’s competition is to be 
commended,” said Mike Kazmierski, President and CEO of EDAWN. “Clearly the students 
embraced the spirit and beauty of Northern Nevada in every piece of art we received. It goes 
without saying that the arts are a dynamic economic driver which significantly increases our overall 
quality of life in Greater Reno-Sparks as a great place to live, work and play. 
 

 

About the EDAWN Foundation: The EDAWN Foundation is a private, non-profit 501c3, founded 
by the EDAWN Board to educate visitors, businesses and local citizens about economic 
advancement, growth, and regional economic development opportunities.  For more information, or 
to support the taxi-art campaign visit www.edawn.org. 

 

Contact: Rae McElroy, COO/Director of HR, EDAWN 

mcelroy@edawn.org, 775.829.3727 

 

 

About Washoe County School District: 
The Washoe County School District includes the Reno/Spark metropolitan area, Incline Village, 
Gerlach, and Wadsworth, Nevada. The District provides each of its 62,000 students with a superior 
education in a safe and challenging environment and is committed to graduate every child career 
and college ready. For more information visit www.washoeschools.net. Follow on socials 
@washoeschools (Twitter and Instagram) and @WashoeCountySchoolDistrict (Facebook)  

 

Contact: Megan Downs, Communications Manager, Washoe County Schools 

mdowns@washoecountyschools.edu, 775-348-0371 
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